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ADVERTISEMENT. 



At proper intervals, other Tracts, of a size similar to this, will be issued 
by the same Publishers. The price will be — 

Single copies, 3 cents. 

Per hundred, $2 50 

Per thousand, - - - - $20 00 
The friends of President Tyler will at once see the desirableness of pro- 
viding the means of circulating them in every part of the United States.^ 
The success of the Whigs, in 1840, was greatly helped on by the profuse 
distribution of political tracts. They will use the same instrumentality 
until the next election, with even greater prodigality than in 1840. It is 
of the utmost importance, therefore, that this matter be taken up promptly 
and with spirit 

Orders sent to the Publishers, accompanied by the pay, will be promptly 
filled, and forwarded according to directions. 

The Tracts composing the series will be written by different persons. 
No. 2 will be written by Anti-Junius. The intervals of publication of the- 
different numbers will be about six weeks. 

A copy of this Tract is sent to many of the friends of the Administra- 
tion, who would do a service to the cause by calling on their friends, and 
making provision for an abundant supply of the series. 

D3" Remittances by mail, post paid, or under frank of Postmaster, at th& 
risk of the Publishers. 

J. & H. G. LANGLEY, 

57 Chatham-st., n. t*^ 



Entered according to Act of Congreas. 



THE TAP OF THE DRUM. 



A TIME of trial, full of hope though it be for the cause of Democracy, 
has come. It is, whether or not Principle shall triumph over party tactics : 
whether the people shall rule, or small self-appointed censorships of pri- 
vate individuals. 

The time has been when at the Tap of the Drum from the ** Globe" 
clique and the Albany regency, the Democracy rallied to the struggle with 
an overweening confidence that what they directed was, of necessity, 
right To confide in others is the natural bias of honesty, whether in poli- 
tics or in traffic. The honest man is slow to suspect others of wrong ; 
and before he knows it, his interests are often placed in jeopardy. So it is 
at this moment with the honest Democrats of this country in regard to one 
of their great rights ; to wit, that of freedom of opinion. Some of the most 
sterling of their number in every part of the nation ; men who know no 
other creed than that of Democracy, and who have fought its battles, 
shoulder to shoulder, from the first moment of their political life, are not 
suflfered to lisp a syllable in favor of President Tyler, under penalty of 
excommunication from the Democratic ranks. And this too at the bid* 
ding of the few self-appointed censors who rally around the Globe, and 
other papers of that stamp ! They tell us what we shall believe, and what 
disbelieve ; and to whom the great mass of the people shall or shall not 
give their support ! 

It is time to pause, and to look the matter in the face, and see whether 
or not we have 

THE RIGHT OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 

Any one who has carefully observed the political events of the last few 
years, cannot fail to have seen how strict party rule has become, especially 
among the Democrats. If, for reasons which seemed good to an individ- 
ual, he happened to dissent from the dictation of a clique or regency, he 
was marked as a *' bolter,'' as it is familiarly called ; and he was thence- 
forward politically dead. There was no hope nor help for him, no matter 
what his talents, or his excellence of character, or his devotion to the 
good of his country and of his party. Sufficient was it that he had not 
moved at the tap of the drum, right foot foremost This fact has pained 
the heart of the reflecting Democrat, who knew politics only as the means 
of social security and national prosperity. He could not fail to see in it 
the subjection of principle to wily manoeuvering. 

It is not a little remarkable that this state of things has been brought 
about, and at the nioment we are writing, is helped on solely by those pro- 
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feseing most loudly the doctrine of freedom of opinion. These demagogue- 
democrats mouth hugely of their respect for the popular voice ; and would 
fain make us believe that they worship the people. But let one of the 
people think for himself, and speak out his opinion, and if it be not in har- 
mony with that of the censorship, to a hair's breadth, we shall soon see 
what manner of abuse is heaped upon him. Let the reader cast his eye 
around his own neighborhood, and call to mind the course of some of the 
leading papers and leading wire-pullers, and he will find abundant proof 
of these remarks. If he do not, he is singularly fortunate in his relations, 
or has charity enough to cover a multitude of such sins. 

To our view, therefore, there is no question of higher importance for 
the Democracy to settle, and to settle nou>, than this : 

ARE THE PEOPLE THE PEOPLE? 
or are they the tools of a few selfish men, whose sagacity, or whom chance, 
has placed in positions of political influence 1 

It were ^ thousand times better to give the victory of the next campaign 
to the Whigs, to be beaten utterly, if by that means the Democracy could 
forever rid itself of those despotic influences, which, under guise of neces- 
sary party machinery, seal up a man's mouth if it be not opened in echo 
to the dictation of a given regency. The few who constitute the censor- 
ships of which we speak, cannot be taught too soon that over the many 
they shall not rule. 

These considerations possess an importance which is not sufficiently 
appreciated ; and it were well that the thinking men of the party lay them 
to heart There are two classes of our fellow-citizens to whom this matter 
particularly addresses itself; namely, those engaged in agricultural and other 
laborious pursuits ; and the young men of all occupations. 

Honest, laborious men have no heart nor time for the uncleanly work 
of intrigoe^and political log-rolling. They have a great interest at stake 
in the pi^^. V^^s^re. By dint of toil and trouble, and the sweat of their 
Ibrehead, ^Idefy have, perhaps, become possessed of a good farm. Perhaps 
they ha^ tpdeemed it from its wild forest state, and now eat the fruit of 
lerees whicn stand where once the giant oak and maple and hemlock lifled 
up their heads. They have borne the heat and the burden of the pioneer 
settlers' life, like men; and now their only political wish is to leave to their 
descendants, along with their beautiful acres, just and equal laws. They 
have believed that Democracy was the system which should secure this 
•end ; and in all good faith and earnest feeling, have never deserted her at 
the polls or elsewhere. So with others in all the industrious pursuits of 
life. Such men have a real stake in politics ; a stake represented by 
houses, and lands, and sheep, and cattle, and by groups of well-instructed 
children, who will be the industrious, and the frugal, and the temperate, 
and the burden-bearing of the land, when their fathers shall have gone to 
their rest Cf such is the voting strength composed ; and their only wish is 
to have fair play in politics ; open, candid measures, which they shall un- 
derstand at flrst sight It is their right to think for themselves, to speak 
for themselves. If a central censorship, be it at Washington or Albany, or 
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in the county town of their own district, is to rule them, they wish to know 
it ; if they are to govern themselves, this too they wish to know, and act 
accordingly. 

We have travelled very extensively in the agricultural portions of the 
United States for the last few years, and have abundant reason to kndw 
that the dictation of which we now write is seen and felt by multitudes. 

Aside from the undesirableness to the industrioui? man of this central 
managing, he has no time for ,it Busy at his honorable calling on the 
farm, in the workshop, on the sea and the rivers, he has no opportunity 4P^ 

to influence the great public measures that so deeply interest him, unless 
it be by exercising, without let or hindrance, his right to speak and vote, 
to censure or^ to approve. Had he time to spare from his toils to watch 
closely, and to mingle personally in the secret meetings of the wire- workers, 
he might have less to fear ; but this he cannot do if he would, nor would 
do if he could. He has other work to do ; and all he wants is to pay 
his taxes, bear all his social burdens, and act out and speak out like a man 
on all political matters. What more fair than that he have tliis privilege ? 
What more to be deprecated than this by the unhallowed censorships of 
which we write ? 

YOUNG MEN 

are vitally interested in tliis matter, to an extent they hardly appreciate. 

Entering upon active life with the freshness of youthful hope, they look 
forward with laudable ambition to stations of political honor. Unused to 
the arts and appliances of veteran wire-workers, (we wish a better name 
would occur to us,) they stand no chance by open, manly competition. 
No matter what may be their talents* or excellence of character, or their 
sterling Democracy, they naust bend the hinges of the knee to the central 
clique, or have no place in ** the party !" Is not this a fact 1 Let any 
young man try a course of honest independence, seeking only to serve his 
country and true Democracy, and he shall not get as much as « nomina- 
tion for hog-reeve. His only hope, and that is a forlorn one, is, to make 
the clique fear him. Then he stands a chance, and only then. Facts of 
every day's occurrence could be cited in proof of this, if roorlFpermitted. 

Severely does this evil press itself on the frisiids of PREsmENx 
Tyler. Many there are, who, like the writer of these pages, know no> 
other faith in politics than that of Democracy ; who have strug)B;led hafd 
for this faith from the first hour of their political life» side by side with the^ 
friends of Jackson at both of his elections, and of Van Buren till he was di$-. 
placed by General Harrison; but who honestly believe John Tyler to be^ 
an honest man, and worthy of confidence and support Not content with, 
attempting the political destruction of the excellent President, the censors 
spoken of turn their kennels loose on all wh6 are willing to give the claims . 
of Mr. Tyler a fair examination. He is twice dead, plucked up by the ^ 
roots, if he accept office under him. 

But all this might be endured, if it affected private individuals only. It 
has a higher bearing, however, which we shall now pass to consider, be- . 
lieving that 
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THE SAFETY OP THE DEMOCRATIC CAUSE 

demands that such abuse cease. And why ? 

Because a union of the Democratic strength is indispensahie to a successful 
issue of the campaign of 1844 

That the Democracy is sufficiently strong to obtain a signal victory in 
1844, no one can for a moment doubt Until within a few days of the 
date of this publication, the hopes of the most sanguine Whigs were 
drooping. By scattering the fires of discord among the Democracy was 
their only possibility of success. This they have tried to do in every pos- 
sible manner. This was their last, their only resort We mention this, 
simply to show that even our opponents had no-hope, which is one of the 
best evidences of our intrinsic strength. Rec^it elections cannot fail to 
show the most careless observer that, though we are strong, we are weak ; 
that -causes are at work which may throw the chances into the hands 
of the Whigs. 

Before we proceed further, it is no less our privilege than our duty to 
say, that either of the prominent Democratic names before the public would 
give perfect satisfkction to the party, if the nomination were made with a 
due regard to the various interests and wishes of the entire Democracy. 

But to this 

UNION OP STRENGTH 

which we pass to notice, it is indispensable that the claims of President 
Tyler be fairly, and even generously, discussed* The party cannot afford 
to lose a few scores of votes here, a few hundreds there, and a few thou- 
sands elsewhere. The money of the Whigs will flow like water to secure 
Mr. Clay's election ; an enthusiasm far surpassing that Sor Harrison at the 
last election, will pervade their ranks. And hence it is that men raa^ not 
safely trifle with i^ehoneM opinions of their feUow Democrats — 4emocrats 
as true to the £uth as the needle is to the pole— ^and whose life-long h^ 
been but a continual testimony to their integrity of principle and of action. 

The friends of Mr. Tyler claim to be heard in his behalf, asserting that 
he is a pwe Democrat of the strictest Jeflfersonian school ; that he has 
done the most signal services to the Democratic faith ; and that in no 
particular are his claiius second to those of Mr. Calhoun or of Mr. Van 
Buren. 

The limits of this unpretending pamphlet will not admit of these several 
points being fully discussed. They will be noticed at another time. The 
second of these points only, we will briefly notice, namely, that he has done 
ihe most signal service to the Democratic faiths by the course he took on the 
Bank Question, 

It is claimed for Mr. Van Buren that he is entitled to a re-election at the 

hands of the party, because of his .firmness of principle under seducing 

and trying circumstances. A well-timed, properly urged reason this is. 

But if for him it may be urged, how much more emphatically may it be for 

.Fresident Tyler! 

This is a point which should be deeply pondered by every Democrat, 
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^md which should bear upon hia decision when he goes to the ballot-Ixnc 
If ever a mac deserved a reward on the ground just named, John TyUt, 
of all others, ia the one. For, he threw hihsblf ihto tkb bbbach at a 

HOILENT WHEN NO OTHEK HDHAN AEH THAN HIS COVIJ> S&VB THE NATIOJf 
FROM THE CUB8B OF A GfiEAT MONEV-LNSTITUTION. 

This both friend and foe will admit. As to the fact, none will ventoie 
■ denial ; no matter whether they believe it to be ri^t or wrong. 

We ieel oureelves sorely gtraitened for room bj tbe limits of our pag^ 
Gladly would we present Mr, Tjler's various Epeeches and letlero OR tbs 
Bank question. These would triumphantly ahowi that, not even to the 
noble Jackson bim&elf, did he etaiLd second in uncompromising hoatili^ 
to it 

As early as 1818, — mark Qt'ia, — wS find him uttering tbe fiiUowiiig sbjo- 
timents in Congreee, on the question of the repeal of. the Charter of tii9 
United States Bank :— 

"It is kpown to yog, Ur. Ch&irman, that I represent a district deeply 
interested in the decision of the question now pending. It is known tQ 
}his committee that it became mj duty to present a petition, signed by 
many of my most respected constituents, the other day, to tbe house, ad^ 
verse to the course which I shall puraue. I can, however, sir, look 
neither to the ri^t nor the left. My ovn per$onal popidarily can hast na 
irifiuence over me what the dietatei cfmt/ beU judgment, and the obligatioiu cf 
<tn oath. Inquire qf me a particiiiar cowk. Under sueh eircunuianeetfidi^her 
I iink or imm on the tide ^ popular favor, i* to me a matter tf atferior eon- 
tUeration. It is my misfortune also, to ibilow in this debate the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. Lowndes,) whose views are, in the general, 
inost luminous and correct Upon this question I am forced to diflef 
ftom him. Sir, the gentleman has dwelt upon the benefits arising from 
the Bank. He has presented you alone the fair side of the painting. In 
many of his views I concur with him, but it becomes ua ta examine both 
adee of the painting. He has represented this instilutioii as vitally con- 
nectedwith tbe prosperity of the oountry. Its destruction is to be attended 
with the most fatal consequences. And are we come to tliis ! Shall w« 
lie forced to countenance Bpeculatlon and fraud for fear of encountering 
the evila of putting down this eystem] Is it so completely interwoven 
"With our interests aa to endanger those interests by its destruction! Do^ 
this government, indeed, rest on this corporation for stability and support^ 
I cannot believe it. We ace not reduced to such a state of degradatioiv'' 

" For, Sir," he continued, " tiuiswiucft as I betieoe the creation of Au Cof^ 
foration to be vscossTtTVTiosAL,! cannot, ■uiiih<mtaviolalion'fmi/aath,Jteti- 
iate to repair a breach in the Comtilulion, vAen an opportunity pre$entf 
ititif cf doing so, viilliout violating the public faith." 

• «*»»* It I entreat gentlemen to arrest the evil, now that 
they can. Sir, I was aBtonished at the argument of the honorable gentla^ 
man Irom South Carolina. He contended that the great object of tba 
«harter had been answered; that every facility had been afforded to tha 
operations of the treasury ; and, therefore, that no for&itmp had ensueA- 
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What is this but to say to the Bank, Take care to l>e only the glove to tfie 
hand of the treasury, facilitate its schemes and operations, and do what* 
ever else you please, you shall not be arrested 1 Swindle and cheat, de- 
ceive the unthinking people of this country, without mercy and without 
end ; only take care to secure the smiles of the treasury, and all shall be- 
smooth and well. Is it not actually granting the Bank a patent to offend ? 
It is only necessary that it should apply at the patent-office, and receive it» 
license under the sign-manual of Dr. Thornton. I cannot listen to such a 
position. I call upon the warmest advocates of this system, although I 
am satisfied that Ihat call is in vain, to unite with me in this measure. You 
have been disappointed in your wishes — in your expectations. Instead of 
a system abounding in blessings, it has been converted into an instrument 
of corruption. Cold, unfeeling speculation has usurped the place of 
honest dealing. Are we not too young to encourage such a state of things'! 
Our republic can only be preserved by a strict adherence to virtue. It is 
our duty, if toe consult our eternal good^ to put doum this first instance of de- 
tected corruption, and thereby preserve ourselves from its contamination. This 
Bank is already intenooven wUh the affections cf many: its influence will he- 
come every day more and more extensive* If we suffer this opportunity to es- 
cape, we may sigh over our unhappy condition,' hut (hat will he the only privilege 
which win hel^us. Let my fate he what it may, I have discharged my duty, 
and am r^ardless of the consequences,** 

With such sentiments cherished and acted upon throughout all his pre- 
ceding public life. President Tyler came up like a man, and a martyr too» 
to the breach ; and when no other arm than his could save the nation 

FROM THE curse OF A GREAT MONET-INSTITUTION, HE INTERPOSED BY HIS 

SUCCESSIVE Vetoes ! // 

This, then, is a claim' of immeasurable magnitude upon the gratitude of 
the Democracy, who had so long and so earnestly contended against the 
money-power of the opposite school of politics. 

To understand more fully the character of President's Tyler's conduct 
on this occasion, we may ask : under what circumstances did he perform 
the noble act? To what peril of peace and political loss did he subject 
himself? What bitter, fierce, and untiring enmities did he not encounter! 
Let the record of the past give the answer. The history of the nation 
has no tale of persecution more cruel than that which has followed hiiii 
ifrom the day in which he so nobly performed that duty, till the present 
No pen can describe, nor mind imagine the deep trial of courage and of 
feelmg, which this crowning act of his noble political life called for. Let 
us try In some faint degree to understand it To do so, we must go back 
a little, and advert to the state of things before the election of 1840. 

We see Mr. Tyler a private citizen of noble Old Virginia. He had 
served his state and the nation, in many responsible stations, with an honor 
to himself and his country, of which any man might justly be proud. Al 
fbe age of twenty-one, while almost a boy, his fellow-citizens hastened him 
to the legislature, % an almost unanimous vole. For many successive 
years, 80 faithful was he to the high trusts confided to him, that he was 
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re-elected to the same office ; until the legislature itself made him a mem- 
ber of the privy council of state, by a vote of two hundred and twenty- 
seven out of two hundred and forty-two ! Immediately after this distin- 
guished mark of confidence he was sent to Congress, where he greatly dis- 
tinguished himself. Time would fail us to follow his political course thence- 
forward. Suffice it to say, that we again find him in the Virginia legisla- 
ture; then in the gubernatorial t^hair. Hot two successive terms; from 1827 
until 1836, we find him in the United States senate, one of its brightest or- 
naments and most honest of men— in all these high places an hc^nor to 
himself and to us all. Thus we see he had a public reputation to risky, 
dear to him as the apple of his eye. 

Incorruptibility marked his private and public life^ His name and in- 
tegrity had passed into a familiar proverb, and everywhere he was known 
as **honest John Tyler** Honest he was, for, even amid the heat and vitu- 
perations of the excited struggle of 1840, not a word against his character 
toas seen in the bitterest party paper. The history of bis political life had no 
record against his integrity, and his sinrple country home told of his plain 
and honest private life. 

And as we have said of his public reputation, he had a private ode to 
risk, dear as the apple of his eye. 

At this period of his history, we fipd faim called before the public ais a 
candidate for the Vice Presidency. The Whigs were desirous of formir^g 
a ticket which i^ould be successful ; and well-knowing that without con- 
ciliating the Democracy there would be no hope for them, they availed 
themselves of Mr. Tyler's elevated character and correct principles to 
carry their points. Had they had the power to draw aside the curtain 
of futurity but for a few short months, they had not meddled with honest 
John Tyler. They well knew that he could do but little to thwart then: 
schemes as Vice President ; and on. the sad contingency which Deatk 
brought home to them, they had not counted. 

A little incident which occurred at an informal discussion among the 
Whig leaders at Washington, as to who would be the most available can- 
didate for the Vice Plresidency, will show the dishonest intentions of some 
of those men, and the perfect understanding they then bad of Mr. Tyler's 
views on certain points for which they have since so grossly abused him» 
At the meeting alluded to, the names of many distinguished individuala 
were presented, and among them that of Mr. Tyler. His great integrity 
in public and private life, and his acknowledged abilities, made it clear to 
them that he should be the candidate. One gentleman, however, sug- 
gested that Mr. Tyler's views were decidedly against a United States Bankr 
and that the principles of the Whig party would be compromised if he 
were nominated. Another very notorious, (we cannot say distinguished,)* 
Whig very angrily silenced the objection of his more honest brother by 
the reply, "Damn principles, we only want to beat the cursed Demo- 
crats." / 

But we cannot linger. He was nominated ahd elected to the Vice 
Presidency. The song of rejoicing and of triumph at tlie inauguratioot 
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oad scarce died on the ear, when the voice of mourning was heard in the 
land ; and Mr. Tyler was called to the high duties of the Presidency. 

NOW MARK fflS COURSE. 

This sudden elevation had been entirely unlooked for. He had had 
no time in which to familiarize his mind to such a contingency as now 
met him. Ui^like all preceding Presidents, he had laid out no plan of ac- 
tion. He was thrown on* his own extemporaneous resources. Never 
was man more suddenly called to such grave, and momentous, and difficult 
duties. Never was manhood called to show itself more manful than in 
his case. 

Here let us pause a moment, and notice some of the obstacles that were 
thrown, with wanton hand, across the threshold of his Presidential care^. 
Did he meet with earnest, honest friends, ready to he(p him in this hour 
of unlooked-for responsibility, to overlook his faults, and to cheer the 
gloom of his-deef) anxiety 1 Far, very iar from it The Whigs, almost to 
a man, abandoned him. Some of his Cabin^ (to their lasting disgrace 
will it ever be remembered,) goaded to the work by the foul spirit of a 
great Whig leader, left him, with all the complicated cares of their several 
Departments on his hands ; in the pitiful expectation that no others of 
equal capability would take their places. The contrast between these 
^l^enegade Cabinet-members and those who have since > filled th6ir places, 
proves that the nation Was the gainer, to a large degree, by their de- 
fection. ' 

Next came down upon the President the thunderbolts of the Whig 
press, from one end of the country to the other. For a few brief weeks 
they &wned upon him, with a thinly-covered hypocrisy it is true; in the 
vain fancy that they might flatter him to abandon his well-known princi- 
^les, and go with the master spirits of Federalism, to the length of their 
iniquitous tether. But this was of short continuance. His fair fame was 
now traduced, his name treated with contempt ; and with as little of de- 
cency as of principle, the kennel press applied to a man whose only ciirime 
was integrity of principle, the title of "Judas," and of "Benedict Arnold." 
His enemies hUDig out effigies .of his person, and in the darkness of ni^ 
burnt them in their impotent rage. Well did the strong-nerved President 
say in relation to this expression of malice, that " the fires of these effigies 
served only as lights to guide him onward in the path of 4aty." 
; Thus deeetted, thus maligned, thus ridiculed, wb find him passing the 
few earlier foonths of his Presidency; no child's play, one would fancj* 
IfVd a work of stern and up-hill reality. 

How does he go forward amid all these difficulties, this honest, self-help- 
ing man? Does he whine and wheedle with the Whigs, or give up one 
j6t or tittle of his Democratic principle 1 No. Though there had been 
a world of Henry Clays, Bottses, Grangers, and the like, he had known 
no flinching. He went right honestly and right earnestly to loorkj with a 
heroism which di6»w from every honest man the most cordial approbation. 
Ia many a log dwelling of the great West, even to the verge of cultiva- 



tion ; around many and many a hearth in the east and north and south, 
the spontaneous expression of gratitude to John Tyler was heard from 
the lips of the Damocracy. Let the selfish partisan papers of tite day con- 
tradict it if they please, ^thousands and tliousands in the land looked upon 
President Tyler as an instrument of the Divine Providence, to avert a sig- 
nal evil which was gathering m blackness in the political horizon. Amid 
its mutterings and burstings the noble hero stood, undaunted and Un- 
scathed, conscious that he n^ad in the discharge of duty. This duty he has 
done, and now that the elements are comparatively at rest, he may look 
for the appropriate reward. 

It is refreshing, however, amid the contemplation of such a time of trial, 
to turn to the encouragements he occasionally received. From his ^ Her- 
mitage'' in the far southwest, the illustrious veteran of Democracy looked 
Out upon the troublous and dangerous times. He had his fears whether 
or not the President had nerve enough to carry him honorably through the 
strife. He saw him triumph, however ; and, In the earnest gush of his 
enthusiastic nature, wrote as follows : 

" Hermitage, Pet 24, 1641, 

« * * * * ^ ««c 4t 

** I congratulate you, gentlemen* as I do our country at lar|B;e, on having 
at the head of the government a President who, upon one question at 
least, h^B a strict and conscientious regard for the Cpnstitution — who h^s 
not swerved from his integrity in the discharge of one of the highest du- 
ties devolving on the Executive — who has preserved his own consistency 
by averting the blow aimed at our liberties, through an attempt to estab- 
lish another moneyed corporation, with powers enough to destroy individ- 
ual freedoi^ in elections, and to overshadow the blessings of our repub^-i 
can institutions — who has fearlessly asserted and faithfully exercised h^us 
constitutional prerogative, and this free and most perfect system of civil 
government may be administered by men, and not by i^oney. An^U gen- 
tlemen, I may add (that, in the ability and determination of the president 
to maintain the government on principles purely republican, I have the 

most abiding confidence. 

* * If , * «« * * * 

"Your fellow-citizen, ANDREW JACKSON. 

^ Messrs. J. P. Hakdwicke and others, committee." 

This is the unbought opinion of one who had nothing to hope from 
party, nothing to fear from party ; of one who had r^tked forever from po- 
litical strife. 

The "Globe," too, which, for sinister reasons, too plain to be mlsund^- 
istood, now knows no mercy for President Tyler;' dareJ not then do other- 
wise than commend his npble democratic course. Let the following ex- 
tracts from that paper tell their own tale; and let every candid Democrat 
ponder their meaning: 

" The friends of the ConsHtuiion may celebrate this veto as they did that 
of Gen. Jackson, as a great deliverance from that fatal system of corruptiont 
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which, in the course of time, could not fail to make dollars instead of votes- 
sovereign in this country." — Globe cf the 16ih AvgusU 1841. 

" We make our acknowledgments to Mr. Tyler for this act of deliver- 
ance, * * * lYg f^^g ^f^ yj}^ hg jj^ £Qy ^ Fiscal Agents 

or whether he has any^ so that whatever management is instituted, it is 
confined in its powers simply to the business of the Treasury," &c. — Globe 
of the same date. 

But let us look at what the Ghbe said of the secofnd Veto. 

** The present Veto is a perfect guarantee^ we thmk, against any irrepedU 
able Fiscal Agent ; and if we do not mistake it on this point, then Mr. Tyler 
"has cut thegordian knot of Federalism. He has escaped its meshes," &c. &c. 

The Globe then declared, on the tenth of Sept 1841, that Mr. Tyler had— 
" Proved himself true to his principles and honest to the people. Fedcr- 
alism proclaims him unworthy of its support; in this he receives the 
highest encomium it could bestow. 

** Let it be marked in the calendar^ that on this day (Friday) Federalism 
opened with its anathemas on Mr. Tyler, and has made it the most gloiu:-^ 
ous epoch of his life." 

From that day to this, the course of President Tyler has been that of a 
straight-forward Democrat The country has rallied under his Adminis- 
tration, as all will admit This he foresaw would be the case if she were 
not tampered with by over-legislation. He had Confidence in the enter* 
prise and energy of his fellow-citizens, and in the resources and capa-^ 
bilities of our great country. 

LET THE PEOPLE ALONE, 
has been, and is his doctrine. Their own strong arms and strong hearts 
are more to be depended upon than the quackery of over-much legisla* 
tion. If debts are to be paid, corn and cotton and wheat and tobacco must 
first grow. Men cannot legislate themselves out of debt, no more than. 
can cunningly devised statutes bring in a teeming harvest 

Of the various important measures which have been brought about 
under the administration of President Tyler ; of the admirable manage- 
ment of the several Departments under the able Democratic ofSicers who 
form his Cabinet ; of the probable bearing of his independent course on 
future Presidents who may be tried as he has been, it is our purpose to 
speak at another time. 

What has now been said has been by one who never even saw Presi- 
dent Tyler ; but has been moved to the work by admiration of his char- 
acter and his conduct It is, in all sincerity, commended to the plain 
&rmer, who is prompt to reward honesty^ wherever it is found ; to the 
plain mechanic, who understands the Dignity of Toil, and whose interests 
true Democracy alone can protect 

To such we come with an honest, earnest, simple word. Let them adc 
in all candor, — Are these things so 1 Is John Tyler this kind of man t 
Are these his principles? If aye, they should demand that these central 
censorships cease tiieir meddling and dictation, and let the Democracy 
sustain whomsoever it will 
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APPENDIX. 

The leading charge brought by the Whigs against President Tyler 
IS; that he is a traitor to them : in other woids, that his pc^itical course, 
as President, is in contradiction of the sentiments he expressed 
previously to his election. To a very considerable extent, this idea 
is also entertained by those not of the Whig party. The documents 
which disprove this falsehood are not within convenient reach of 
every one ; and we set apart a portion of this Tract for extracts from 
the correspondence which passed between Mr. Tyler, and certain of 
his former supporters; and which was designed to be an authorized 
and authentic exposition of his political Sentiments. With this ex- 
position, so freely and frankly made, he was put in nomination. 

If his consistency of conduct, and his allegiance to the Democratic 
faith, constitute him a Traitor, let the nation be filled with such trai- , 
tors. The sooner the better. 



u Henrico, October 3d, 1840. 
« Hon. John Ttx.br, 

" Sir— We ofibr no apolocrr for the present commanf cation, beyond this, that you are a can- 
didate for the votes of tlie peofue, and we are a portion of tlie voters. Tiie r^;ht of inquiry on the 
one hand, aild the obligatlou to answer on the otlier, liave always appeared to us to be perfect — 
absolutely inherent in, and inseparable from, the positions we occupy with respect to each other, 
as Just stated. It is not Itnown to us, and therefore not intimated, that, like your associate in the 
existing canvass, you recognise that right of inquiry in friends ana connexions only, and affect to 
limit your responses to the special uses and direction of rdations and partisans ; bat could preten 
i^ns like these possibly be brought home to yon, their important bearing upon the fundamental 
iwinciples of representative responsibility would mve only more Imperiously the propriety of exposing 
them to our countrymen. Your situation, amid me scenes of agitatkn and excitement which sur- 
round you, is most peculiar. While others have been drawn prominently forward, and thetar 
opinions demanded and examined with eager scrutiny, yon and your opinions have been permllr 
ted to pass almost without inquiry or notice of any kind. We must be permitted to break m upon 
this halcyon repose, though from no wish, be assured, to disquiet or annoy you; but with the 
single view of guarding our rights and our happiness, so far as they may (possibly) be placed by 
events within the sphere of your influence. 

* * * * • « « «.«« 

u Should General Harrison be elected President, almost at the age of threescore and ten years, 
there is no extravaganee In supposing that the four years' term, to which he has been pledged by 
liimself and friencfo, may be anticipated by the course of nature, and the exeeutive power be 
thereby devolved on you. In contemplation of such a easu^ty, andylelding to a shicere anxiety 
to preserve our liberty and happiness, we take leave^to request of you pnnnpt and explicit answers 
to the following inquiries: 

" Ist. Do you or do you not recognise in the people, or In any portion of them, the rteht to re- 
quire from all who are candidates fiv their suffrases, and from all who shall become their officers, 
agents, or representatives, a disclosure of their oinnious as to the character of the government, the 
powers It may constitutionally exert, and the measures and policy whteh it ought to adopt and 
pursue 1 

** 3d. Do your recognise a eonespondent obligation on the part of tboae who aie jcandidates, or 
who are the agents, officers, or representatives of the people, promptly, explicitly, and honestly to 
yield such disclosures, and, moreover, zealously and In good faith to obey and enforce the wlu of 
a mfl\)ority of thefar eoostltuents, whenever that will sliaU be known to them, unless It shall require 
the hifraction of some moral obligation ; and if it shall require such infraction, do you or do you 
not consider it the duty of the representative to resign, and not oppose his Individual opinion to 
the will of those to whom he owes his representative existence, and with respect to whom he can 
have no right to act, except in a representative capacity 1 

• ««*««««* 

*'4th. • • • • • Now, sir. we greatly desire you would tell us (and 

ivn frankly admit we inquire more on our own account tnan from any tenderness we feet for the 
people of the district, whom we nevertheless wish very well) whether you are in Avor of permit- 
ting slaveiT fai the District of ColumUa to be interfered with, or discussed even, in Congress; or 
whether. If, haply, you should be Presidiint, and a bill touching the rights of slaveholders, either 
In the states or the district, should be enacted, you would exert the highest power vested by the 
CoosUtatioo in the encottfe to aifest tecoiwimmationl* In short, woul4 you yetojnch a bill ? 
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"5tii. Do you believe the Ckmgreai of the United Stafei to be vested with power by the Conall- 
tutlon to Incorporate a National Bank ? Would you not consider such an incorporation, thougb 
warranted by the Coni^titution, as mischievous in its effects upon the pursuits and habits of our 
people, and from the influence it would be capable of exerting upon the independence of our elec- 
tions 1 Would you veto a bill charterinfT a National Bank ? 

*'6ih. Do you think that the Constitution gives to Congress the right to lay a tariff, or impoa» 
discriminating duties for the protection or advancement of particular classes or occupations 1 and 
wiiat is your opinion of the justice of such duties, and tlieir effects upon the genwal prosperity of 
the country 1 

" 7th. Do you believe that the Federal Government constitutionally and ri^tfully possesMs tbof 
direct power to construct roads and canals; to make internal improvements generally within the 
territories or the states ; or the power of lei^ing money to be appropriated to those objects, indirect* 
ly, by state agencien or otherwiM 1 

*(9th. Do you not know that General Harrison has avowed his determination not to veto a char- 
ter for a Bank of the United States, should a charter be granted by Congress; tiiat he concedes to 
the Federal Government power over slavery in tlie District of Columbia, power to raise and ap- 
propriate money for the purchase and emancipation of slaves owned in the states, power over inter- 
nal imjprovenK'nts within the several states ; that he insists not merely upon the right, but apon 
the imperative du^ of that government to establish a protective tariff ? 

• »*«*»»«« 

" The foregoing inquiries appear to ns to cover matters of weighty import to oorwdves and to all 
of our fellow-citizens, and, at the same time, to be not merely warranted, but demanded, by the 
poRition in which you have placed yourseli' with respect to us and them. We are taught by ex- 
perience to consider general professions as wliolly unsatisfactory, if not delusive. Men may well 
believe themselves orthodox, wlien a particular declaration of the articles of their creed might, in 
our estimation, show them heretical in the extreme. We have, therefore, preferred a resort to 
particular inquiries. We ask, with due respect, a full reply to them ; and, as the period of election 
is fast approaching, we would hope that your answers may not be delayed. To increase the proba- 
bilities of an eariy receipt of this communication, it will be inserted in tiie public prints, as well 
as transmitted to you by mail. Your reply would be acceptable tlirough either channel. 

Your fellow-citlxens, 
(Signed) " TiLVoir E. Jbtkr, 

" Philip Mato, 
** Wm. W. Dickinson, 
** Pbtkr Elmorb, 
M YouBL 8. Rust, 
" Rbubkn B. Birch, 
"RoBBRT W. Hill, 
" JosBPB Blunt, 

» JmO. M. 'nMBBRL4KE.'' 

" Wiiliamsbuigh, October 16th, 1840. 
" Gbntlbhbii— Your letter bearing date the 3d oi October, which seems to have been written witit 
fbll knowled|e tliat I was absent from Virginia, was received by me within a few liours after my 
reaching home from a protracted absence, commMdof before its date, and terminatfa^ with this 
day. If it has been published, as 1 am led to suppose it has been, from the statement in your let- 
ter of your intention to publish it, I have not, up to this moment, seen the newspaper which con- 
tains it Tills will readily explain to you tlie reason that it has not earlier been answered. 

" 1. To your first inquiry 1 answer, that it is not only the right, but the duty of the people, or 
any portion of them, to make tliemseives acquainted with the opinloiw and sentiments of those 
wtu) either represent them, or are candidates for their suffrages, * aa to the ekaraeter of the govern* 
menty the powers it may eotutitutionally exert^ and the tneasureg and policy it ought to pursue.* 

" a. To your second inquiry I answer, that the right and duty of the people to propound inter- 
rogatories necessarily implies an otiligation on the part of tlie candidate to answer. And for answer 
to the second part at your inquiry, as to tlie obligation of the representative to obey the wishes of 
his constituents, 1 refer you for my opinion to my votes given in the House of Del^atea of this 
state in the session of 1819-13 ; to my speech delivered in the House of Representatives, in the sea- 
sion of 1816-17, on the Compensation Law, and to my letter to the General Assembly of Virginia 
upon my resigning my seat in the Senate of the United States, undw the Expunging Resoluuons, 
a {HXiceeding altogether too recent and too prominent for you to have foifotten. 

"4. My recorded votes In the United States Senate, and my opinions spread before the coamnr 
through the medium of the public press, apart from their knowledge of tlie fhct that 1 was a resi- 
dent citizen of the state of Virginia, left me nothhig to explain to them on that bead. 1 have now, 
in answer to your inquiry, to quote and to adopt the opinion of General Harrison, as expressed la 
his letter to Judge Berrien, of Georgia, dated 30th of September, 1836, hi the following words: > I 
do not think that Congress can abolish slavery in the District of Columbia without the consent of 
the states of Virginia and Maryland, and the people of the district. 

*« 5. In reply to the first branch of your inquiry, I quote and adopt the language of General Har- 
rison in his speech delivered at Dayton : ' There is not in the Constitution any express grant of 
power for svJeh purpose,and it could never be constitutional to exercise that power ^ save in the event 
the powers granted to Congress could not be carried into effect without resortnig to such an insti- 
tution.* The latter branch of your inquiry is fully answered by my answer to the fint part. The 
Constitution confers on Congreas, in express terms, * all powers which are necessary arid proper* 
to carry into effect the granted powers. Now, if ' the powers granted* could not be carried into 
effect without incorporating a bank, then it becomes « necessary and proper,* and, of course, expe- 
dient: a conclusion which 1 [nesume no one would deny who desired to see the existence of the 
government jj^tnerved, and kept beneficially in operati<Ni. Whether I would or would not exeit the 
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veto, it will be time enoiigh for me to say when I am eitlier a candidate for, or an expectant of tbe 
presidenilal office — neither of which I expect ever to be. If your queattoii had been »> varii'd as 
to have inquired of me what course I would pursue if Hevated to the vice-pn«ideucy, and I 
should be called upon to vote upon a bill for the incorporation of a bank, you should have had a 
direct and emphatic amswer. As it is, / have only to refer you to my speech daHorred m the House 
of Representatives of the United States in 1819, on tke question of issuing a scire facias against 
the Bankf tmd my vote given in the Senate of the United States in 1832, on the question of recharter- 
ing the late Bank. 

t^ 6. That Congress has a right to impose duties on merchandise Imported, none can deny. The 
rate of duties, you are w«'ll aware, is called a tariff of duties, "^he power ^ lo hiy duties* is given 
by the Constitudon in express terms. The right m aelrci the articles of import on which i» levy 
the duties is unquestionable. Every duty inipo.^ed operates pro tanto aa a bounty on the produc- 
tion of the aame article at home, and it hiis been considered a wise policv on the part of all 
adniinnCration« so to impose tlie duties im to advance the production of such articles as were of 
national importance. I Cf nainly do not doubt ilie policy or exitediency of such a course. The 
duties, however, should be laid with reference lo revenue, except where they are laid to counter- 
act the policy of a fhr<-ign government, and with a view to the regulatlim of trade. I have no 
hesitation in saying that I regard tiie Coniprouilse Law as obiiuniory on itie country, and that 1 
am resolved, so far a^ it depends on myself, ut carry o it iis provisions in gooil faith. 

"7. This question is a mere abslracii(»n in the present condition of the trvasury, for there is no 
mon<;y there to carry out any system of internal inipmveinents. My votes are repeatedly recorded 
on the jouma's of Congress against the power of Congress over this subject, in nil its phases and 
aspects, aa well in regard to roads and canals as lo harbors and rivers. The Hrst, viz., appropria- 
tions to nnutii and canals, have well-nigh entirely ceased, while animal appropriations, lo a lurije 
amount, have b4;en made to harbors and rivers, with the sanction and approvalof the President of 
the United States. 

"9. Whether General Harrison would veto a charter for a Bank of the United States, 1 have no 
other knowledge than that given by him lo the public in his letter to Sherrod Wiliianis, and in his 
Dayton speech. That h<; denies to the govemnn'm the right to abolish slavery in the Die>irict of 
Columbia without theanisentof the siat«'S of Vir^iinia and Maryland, and ihe people of the dis- 
trict, is sutiicienily proven by bis letter to JwUi*: Uerrien, aiready quoieil. Tliat he denies to Con- 
gress nil power over slavery in the district, is proven by the same letter, and many speeches of his 
in print. That while he believes the power to exist in Congress to construct roads and canals, yet 
that he no longer bi'lieves it prudent or expedient to exercise it, he has repeatedly declared ; and 
his determinauon to adhere to the principles of the Compromise Act he has also declared. 
" Having nspouded fully and t^eely to your inquiries, 

" I am, gentlemen, 

" Your most obedient servant, 

"John Tyler." 

On the 5th of Octolier, 1840, while in Ohio, the Democratic citizens of Steubenville addreftsed 
him the following question : "Do you believe in the dimsiitutionaliiy of a Bank of the United 
States ?" 1\t wbkjii he thus answered : " My opiidon of the |H>wer of Congress to charier a Bank 
of the United States remains uifcAan^ft/ [from that of 1819 and I8.'t*2.] There is not In the Con- 
stitution any express grant of power for such a purpose, and it neoer could be constitutional to ex<:rcise 
that power, save in the event the |M>weni granti;d to Congress could nut be cjirried out without 
resorting to such an institution." Such necessity Mr. Tylttr declared, in an after letter to a friend, 
he believed " not yet to have arrived." 

And again, in 184U, Mr. Tyler emphatically declared his opinion against the constitutionality of 
a Bank of the United State*. In the Dmnucratic citizens of Pittsburgh, in answer to a similar qiiesiion 
to that proposed to him at Steubenville. The history of that letter Mr. Wise thus gives to the In- 
telligenoer : 

** During the i«es8ion of 1839 and 1840, Mr. Tyler addressed to me, in Washington, a letter from 
Williamsburg, Virginia, saying that a met;ting ot the Democrats of the city of Pittsburgh, Peimi^yl- 
vania, had called on him especially to say whether he would, in any event, sanction the incor|H>- 
ration of a Uidled Siates Bank ; he enclosed me the proceedings of their meeting and their resolu- 
tions, and sent to me his reply, with instiuctions to submit it to the leading members ol ilte Whig 
party for them to dettsrmine wliether it should be transmitted to Pittsburgh, and br' published, or 
not. The subbtance of the reply I remember well — it was spirited and explicit. After examining 
the right of all citizens to call for his s<'nlimenls on all public questions, and slating thai the lair 
object of such calls shtMild always be to enable ihe eb^tnrs lo cast their votes intelli;;ibly, according 
to tlieir own conviction of ri)ihi, after knowing the true opinions of candidates, he expre.-.iied the 
opinion whicti he had ever entertained, that a Bank of the United States was unconstitutiunal^ 
and that he eould net sanction the incorpuration of one^ without an alt0%dion of the Constitution. 
He then emphatically asked those who addressuit him, if these were their sentiinems^ whether ihey 
would maintain them at (he poll.», or whether their object was to divide the Wnig pany by pub- 
lishing rhem to the comitry ? This reply, thus given, i did submit to several Whig members of 
Congress whose opinions 1 thought most entitled to res|)ect and deference, and Ihey decided it was 
Impolitic to give it publicity ; thai Mr. Tyler's opinioHs were aiready known^ and ihut it was un- 
necesitary to array them directly against those of nmiiy who were in favour of a bank ; and all 
wlto made the Bank a test ctmld ascertain his sentiments in thepast^ which had neoer been recant- 
ed, and no one could plead that they either had bt^en ctnicealed or that any deci'piion was piaciiaed. 
1 accordingly returned the papers to Mr. Tyler. This was after the nominuii(m, and before the 
election. Tha leaders here could not pretend that they did not know what he woukl do with 
respect to a bank." 



TH£ END. 
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